A healthy 10‐year‐old girl suffered an unwitnessed fall at school. Brain computed tomography (BCT) revealed a sphenoid fracture and pneumocephalus (Fig. [1](#ccr3724-fig-0001){ref-type="fig"}). A small bush with sharp bamboo sticks stained with dried blood was found at school (Fig. [2](#ccr3724-fig-0002){ref-type="fig"}), suggesting that she probably suffered a PHI through the nostril. The patient was treated with vancomycin and meropenem and underwent surgical repair of the fracture, making a full recovery.

![BCT scan showing fracture of the skull base (full arrow), bone fragment (striped arrow), and pneumocephalus (arrow top).](CCR3-4-1207-g001){#ccr3724-fig-0001}

![Bamboo sticks stained with blood.](CCR3-4-1207-g002){#ccr3724-fig-0002}

Question: Unwitnessed head trauma: Does the mechanism of injury change the management of the case?

Answer: When a PHI is suspected, BCT should be performed [1](#ccr3724-bib-0001){ref-type="ref"}, [2](#ccr3724-bib-0002){ref-type="ref"} and immediate treatment should be instituted, including prophylaxis with broad‐spectrum antibiotics and surgical repair, depending on the lesion [2](#ccr3724-bib-0002){ref-type="ref"}.
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